MUSSOLINI AND  FASCISM
of il Popolo was changed. The "Socialist Daily5 became
cThe Workers5 and Ex-service Men's Journal'. On the
6th March, 1919, Mussolini announced that he was about
to form a new political association which would afford
a common rallying ground for all who laboured under
a grievance.
*On the 23rd March/ he wrote, 'there will come into
being the opposition, the militant Fascists (the word
revolutionary had disappeared) who will set themselves
to cope with two dangers: one, which arises from the
fear of change, that is the Right. The other, whose aim
is destruction, that is the Left.5
He obtained five hundred supporters. At the first
meeting of the Fascists, less than a hundred and fifty
people were present: officers, writers, students, peasants
with opinions varying from fierce nationalism to fervent
trades unionism. It was a perfect microcosm of what the
Fascist troops were afterwards to become.
The entire press, with the exception of one solitary
newspaper, boycotted the meeting. The congressmen,
returning to their homes, set to work in earnest. Each
of them gathered in one or two or three friends or fellow
workmen, and this formed the embryo of the movement.
A campaign of intensive propaganda was developed and
had a magnificent send off in the occupation of Fiume by
d'Annunzio. While the press as a whole were sitting on
the fence, il Popolo definitely approved the occupation of
the town. The effect was immediate. The young nation-
alist opposition at once rallied to the Fascists. By October
the first Fascist congress announced that one hundred
and thirty seven branches had been formed with a total
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